NWCCU POLICIES | APPEALS PoLIcy

An institution that is aggrieved by an adverse decision of the Northwest Commission on Colleges and



Members of the Appeals Board must consist of experienced peer review evaluators employed full-time
by member institutions and one member who shall represent the public. At least one member of the
Appeals Board must represent an institution with characteristics similar to those of the appellant
institution. No member of the Appeals Board may be a current member of the NWCCU Board of
Commissioners or may have served on a peer review team evaluating the appellant institution during
the past five (5) years. Members of the Appeals Board must attest to NWCCU’s conflict of interest policy,



by NWCCU. The appellant institution’s presentation must be strictly limited to those matters
raised in the notice of appeal. If the appellant institution failed to present available information
at the time NWCCU made the adverse decision, it may not submit that information in support of
its appeal. No additional written materials or evidence, unavailable to NWCCU at the time of its
decision on appeal, may be presented by the appellant institution. The only exception is where
an institution's accreditation is being withdrawn solely for financial reasons. In this case, the
appellant institution may present new information relating to changes in the appellant
institution’s financial status since the adverse decision. Updated financial information may only
be offered if (1) it was not available to the appellant institution at the time NWCCU made the
adverse decision, (2) the financial information is significant and bears materially on the financial
deficiencies identified by the Commission, and (3) the institution's failure to meet NWCCU’s
standard pertaining to finances is the only remaining deficiency cited by the Commission in
support of a final adverse action decision. The criteria of significance and materiality are
determined by the Commission. An institution may seek the review of new financial information
as described above only once and the determination made by the Commission with respect to
that review does not provide a basis for an appeal.

If an appellant institution presents new information to the Appeals Board regarding its financial
status, it must provide the information to the Chair of the Appeals Board and to NWCCU at least
thirty (30) calendar days in advance of the hearing, along with verification of its accuracy by a
certified public accountant. NWCCU shall have an opportunity to provide a statement as to
whether such information is new and whether it might have had a bearing on NWCCU’s decision.
The Chair of the Appeals Board may rule on the introduction of the new financial information. If
an objection to the Chair's ruling is made by either party, the full Appeals Board will make a final
decision on admissibility.

The appellant institution will have the initial burden of going forward with its contentions
concerning NWCCU'’s adverse decision. NWCCU will have the opportunity to present witnesses
and documents in response to contentions of the appellant institution.

The hearing is closed to the public with only necessary participants present. The hearing, but not
the discussions and votes of the Appeals Board, will be recorded. A party that requests a
transcript must bear the cost of transcription.

Decision of the Appeals Board
Decisions of the Appeals Board are by majority vote. The Appeals Board may affirm, amend, or

remand the adverse decision. The Appeals Board decision shall be in writing and summarize its
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NWCCU must notify relevant federal and state authorities of the decision in accordance with
existing law.

Costs of Appeal

Upon final disposition of the appeal, the Appeals Board shall submit a statement of costs. If expenses of
the appeal exceed the deposit, the appellant institution will be assessed the additional amount and
must make payment within fourteen (14) calendar days of receipt of the assessment. If expenses of the
appeal are less than the deposit, the difference will be refunded within fourteen (14) calendar days by
NWCCU to the appellant institution.

Timetable for Appeal

Timeline Party Responsible Detail
Within fourteen (14) calendar days of Appellant Institution Must serve notice of appeal
receipt of adverse decision
At least fourteen (14) calendar days after Appellant Institution Must make additional deposit if
selection of hearing date represented by legal counsel at hearing

Within twenty-one (21) calendar days of




